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Photographer And His Wife Plant 2 Million Trees
In 20 Years To Restore A Destroyed Forest And
Even The Animals Have Returned

GOOD NEWS, NATURE

Like 15M

According to the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization, 129 million hectares of forest, an
area almost equivalent in size to , have been lost from the Earth forever since 1990. An area
roughly the size of the country of Panama is being lost each and every year.

South Africa

With some 15 percent of all greenhouse gas emissions come from deforestation, and countless species
of plants and animals losing their habitats every single day, these are absolutely devastating �gures for
the health of our planet, and it simply cannot be allowed to continue.

Videos Art Photography Animals Travel Illustration DIY Good News Funny Parenting

Login

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CstGhBRbHXISVIoX0hQbq3I_QDdOn55tW7JeiwsIJ8C4QASC3jbMkYMm-7oiEpOwPoAGanI2MA8gBBqgDAcgDmwSqBKwBT9AB8b-n-HScDWlP2Ax7_Z8KdNw_pI1TyUsGb3OKc1IZEtIdKuGYHV3KJLZ2x0bpMlfiE1hImhGnQ0q0jCQ0UtrW8sQqovKkIxb6kTw8i6m5pw7qnpzBkcfOPZ2p67F3BjH6KrFAgzChAGBpTTU0pajI3VBBAVM58MXk7cTJ1vk6fWxR-DD-P7aysgogXs-FnQjmlNvBRta3y-fjumYiv-A8YA0FrCriuy6eoOAEA5AGAaAGN4AHzuPyc6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB-DTG6gHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhvYBwHSCAcIgAEQARgNsQkpSWUW_OZszIAKA7ATmqqrBtgTDdgUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRot-ZqKOWnO1WpjHvUvhhPYg&sig=AOD64_2XTZxdRFXkkOBLZtnl10TAA1HKfQ&client=ca-pub-5262209387923676&dbm_c=AKAmf-CYAyZkffnG3Rco76Oo0Fxq6JQbJkwbwbM38Fw1o0hsoR_uFrQiOEBgf9ah-Sl2D0OlEjLf&dbm_d=AKAmf-BrOJEAAF-HopdDPZyjCP_4_ECFEZ2Yl41DR9UOU-FQuNNiKjxGC-B13wTZ3Ns_8FX_UtKDDEhUHvEFDJ0OzMgKpBgHDA9ipTYQgV1yh_rcNRvZLqBlE8mA0Wn7UccbA9Zd96eMtaWTtLmrAV9OXn-s4_UZm9Z5qp8bo5b-g1jouwrY7UE9nMfmQ5nUuMjv07PNgdo065plcWvD0etu4WFRffm3Pu8JB3MpG4oCedZRn-Pmh5yvMLqmlsQ_7acsBdYGF3tSTneJGl-d7ddTdWDTuUaDm7HS_iaSLTyzkHUvnSLZc5aHuNlhnqmG2c5O-c9uzlDd8UbM2cN0B5taSdJ9Cucduf_dIEGSSzq6XpNP9jA9PKb8MTcDAcd40ykg6arSOwXn6erMVCx0Tk8utLuPFwReU6tWlAYrglgEZs0nJPyGPl4l9VE3WFdAq_ZFdC_yhO8raspF8_BF7bRNELSQgaGbFA&adurl=https://www.audible.com/ep/freetrial?&source_code=PMBGBBN08221700EY
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CstGhBRbHXISVIoX0hQbq3I_QDdOn55tW7JeiwsIJ8C4QASC3jbMkYMm-7oiEpOwPoAGanI2MA8gBBqgDAcgDmwSqBKwBT9AB8b-n-HScDWlP2Ax7_Z8KdNw_pI1TyUsGb3OKc1IZEtIdKuGYHV3KJLZ2x0bpMlfiE1hImhGnQ0q0jCQ0UtrW8sQqovKkIxb6kTw8i6m5pw7qnpzBkcfOPZ2p67F3BjH6KrFAgzChAGBpTTU0pajI3VBBAVM58MXk7cTJ1vk6fWxR-DD-P7aysgogXs-FnQjmlNvBRta3y-fjumYiv-A8YA0FrCriuy6eoOAEA5AGAaAGN4AHzuPyc6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB-DTG6gHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhvYBwHSCAcIgAEQARgNsQkpSWUW_OZszIAKA7ATmqqrBtgTDdgUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRot-ZqKOWnO1WpjHvUvhhPYg&sig=AOD64_2XTZxdRFXkkOBLZtnl10TAA1HKfQ&client=ca-pub-5262209387923676&dbm_c=AKAmf-CYAyZkffnG3Rco76Oo0Fxq6JQbJkwbwbM38Fw1o0hsoR_uFrQiOEBgf9ah-Sl2D0OlEjLf&dbm_d=AKAmf-BrOJEAAF-HopdDPZyjCP_4_ECFEZ2Yl41DR9UOU-FQuNNiKjxGC-B13wTZ3Ns_8FX_UtKDDEhUHvEFDJ0OzMgKpBgHDA9ipTYQgV1yh_rcNRvZLqBlE8mA0Wn7UccbA9Zd96eMtaWTtLmrAV9OXn-s4_UZm9Z5qp8bo5b-g1jouwrY7UE9nMfmQ5nUuMjv07PNgdo065plcWvD0etu4WFRffm3Pu8JB3MpG4oCedZRn-Pmh5yvMLqmlsQ_7acsBdYGF3tSTneJGl-d7ddTdWDTuUaDm7HS_iaSLTyzkHUvnSLZc5aHuNlhnqmG2c5O-c9uzlDd8UbM2cN0B5taSdJ9Cucduf_dIEGSSzq6XpNP9jA9PKb8MTcDAcd40ykg6arSOwXn6erMVCx0Tk8utLuPFwReU6tWlAYrglgEZs0nJPyGPl4l9VE3WFdAq_ZFdC_yhO8raspF8_BF7bRNELSQgaGbFA&adurl=https://www.audible.com/ep/freetrial?&source_code=PMBGBBN08221700EY
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CstGhBRbHXISVIoX0hQbq3I_QDdOn55tW7JeiwsIJ8C4QASC3jbMkYMm-7oiEpOwPoAGanI2MA8gBBqgDAcgDmwSqBKwBT9AB8b-n-HScDWlP2Ax7_Z8KdNw_pI1TyUsGb3OKc1IZEtIdKuGYHV3KJLZ2x0bpMlfiE1hImhGnQ0q0jCQ0UtrW8sQqovKkIxb6kTw8i6m5pw7qnpzBkcfOPZ2p67F3BjH6KrFAgzChAGBpTTU0pajI3VBBAVM58MXk7cTJ1vk6fWxR-DD-P7aysgogXs-FnQjmlNvBRta3y-fjumYiv-A8YA0FrCriuy6eoOAEA5AGAaAGN4AHzuPyc6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB-DTG6gHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhvYBwHSCAcIgAEQARgNsQkpSWUW_OZszIAKA7ATmqqrBtgTDdgUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRot-ZqKOWnO1WpjHvUvhhPYg&sig=AOD64_2XTZxdRFXkkOBLZtnl10TAA1HKfQ&client=ca-pub-5262209387923676&dbm_c=AKAmf-CYAyZkffnG3Rco76Oo0Fxq6JQbJkwbwbM38Fw1o0hsoR_uFrQiOEBgf9ah-Sl2D0OlEjLf&dbm_d=AKAmf-BrOJEAAF-HopdDPZyjCP_4_ECFEZ2Yl41DR9UOU-FQuNNiKjxGC-B13wTZ3Ns_8FX_UtKDDEhUHvEFDJ0OzMgKpBgHDA9ipTYQgV1yh_rcNRvZLqBlE8mA0Wn7UccbA9Zd96eMtaWTtLmrAV9OXn-s4_UZm9Z5qp8bo5b-g1jouwrY7UE9nMfmQ5nUuMjv07PNgdo065plcWvD0etu4WFRffm3Pu8JB3MpG4oCedZRn-Pmh5yvMLqmlsQ_7acsBdYGF3tSTneJGl-d7ddTdWDTuUaDm7HS_iaSLTyzkHUvnSLZc5aHuNlhnqmG2c5O-c9uzlDd8UbM2cN0B5taSdJ9Cucduf_dIEGSSzq6XpNP9jA9PKb8MTcDAcd40ykg6arSOwXn6erMVCx0Tk8utLuPFwReU6tWlAYrglgEZs0nJPyGPl4l9VE3WFdAq_ZFdC_yhO8raspF8_BF7bRNELSQgaGbFA&adurl=https://www.audible.com/ep/freetrial?&source_code=PMBGBBN08221700EY
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CstGhBRbHXISVIoX0hQbq3I_QDdOn55tW7JeiwsIJ8C4QASC3jbMkYMm-7oiEpOwPoAGanI2MA8gBBqgDAcgDmwSqBKwBT9AB8b-n-HScDWlP2Ax7_Z8KdNw_pI1TyUsGb3OKc1IZEtIdKuGYHV3KJLZ2x0bpMlfiE1hImhGnQ0q0jCQ0UtrW8sQqovKkIxb6kTw8i6m5pw7qnpzBkcfOPZ2p67F3BjH6KrFAgzChAGBpTTU0pajI3VBBAVM58MXk7cTJ1vk6fWxR-DD-P7aysgogXs-FnQjmlNvBRta3y-fjumYiv-A8YA0FrCriuy6eoOAEA5AGAaAGN4AHzuPyc6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB-DTG6gHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhvYBwHSCAcIgAEQARgNsQkpSWUW_OZszIAKA7ATmqqrBtgTDdgUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRot-ZqKOWnO1WpjHvUvhhPYg&sig=AOD64_2XTZxdRFXkkOBLZtnl10TAA1HKfQ&client=ca-pub-5262209387923676&dbm_c=AKAmf-CYAyZkffnG3Rco76Oo0Fxq6JQbJkwbwbM38Fw1o0hsoR_uFrQiOEBgf9ah-Sl2D0OlEjLf&dbm_d=AKAmf-BrOJEAAF-HopdDPZyjCP_4_ECFEZ2Yl41DR9UOU-FQuNNiKjxGC-B13wTZ3Ns_8FX_UtKDDEhUHvEFDJ0OzMgKpBgHDA9ipTYQgV1yh_rcNRvZLqBlE8mA0Wn7UccbA9Zd96eMtaWTtLmrAV9OXn-s4_UZm9Z5qp8bo5b-g1jouwrY7UE9nMfmQ5nUuMjv07PNgdo065plcWvD0etu4WFRffm3Pu8JB3MpG4oCedZRn-Pmh5yvMLqmlsQ_7acsBdYGF3tSTneJGl-d7ddTdWDTuUaDm7HS_iaSLTyzkHUvnSLZc5aHuNlhnqmG2c5O-c9uzlDd8UbM2cN0B5taSdJ9Cucduf_dIEGSSzq6XpNP9jA9PKb8MTcDAcd40ykg6arSOwXn6erMVCx0Tk8utLuPFwReU6tWlAYrglgEZs0nJPyGPl4l9VE3WFdAq_ZFdC_yhO8raspF8_BF7bRNELSQgaGbFA&adurl=https://www.audible.com/ep/freetrial?&source_code=PMBGBBN08221700EY
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CstGhBRbHXISVIoX0hQbq3I_QDdOn55tW7JeiwsIJ8C4QASC3jbMkYMm-7oiEpOwPoAGanI2MA8gBBqgDAcgDmwSqBKwBT9AB8b-n-HScDWlP2Ax7_Z8KdNw_pI1TyUsGb3OKc1IZEtIdKuGYHV3KJLZ2x0bpMlfiE1hImhGnQ0q0jCQ0UtrW8sQqovKkIxb6kTw8i6m5pw7qnpzBkcfOPZ2p67F3BjH6KrFAgzChAGBpTTU0pajI3VBBAVM58MXk7cTJ1vk6fWxR-DD-P7aysgogXs-FnQjmlNvBRta3y-fjumYiv-A8YA0FrCriuy6eoOAEA5AGAaAGN4AHzuPyc6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB-DTG6gHugaoB9nLG6gHz8wbqAemvhvYBwHSCAcIgAEQARgNsQkpSWUW_OZszIAKA7ATmqqrBtgTDdgUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRot-ZqKOWnO1WpjHvUvhhPYg&sig=AOD64_2XTZxdRFXkkOBLZtnl10TAA1HKfQ&client=ca-pub-5262209387923676&dbm_c=AKAmf-CYAyZkffnG3Rco76Oo0Fxq6JQbJkwbwbM38Fw1o0hsoR_uFrQiOEBgf9ah-Sl2D0OlEjLf&dbm_d=AKAmf-BrOJEAAF-HopdDPZyjCP_4_ECFEZ2Yl41DR9UOU-FQuNNiKjxGC-B13wTZ3Ns_8FX_UtKDDEhUHvEFDJ0OzMgKpBgHDA9ipTYQgV1yh_rcNRvZLqBlE8mA0Wn7UccbA9Zd96eMtaWTtLmrAV9OXn-s4_UZm9Z5qp8bo5b-g1jouwrY7UE9nMfmQ5nUuMjv07PNgdo065plcWvD0etu4WFRffm3Pu8JB3MpG4oCedZRn-Pmh5yvMLqmlsQ_7acsBdYGF3tSTneJGl-d7ddTdWDTuUaDm7HS_iaSLTyzkHUvnSLZc5aHuNlhnqmG2c5O-c9uzlDd8UbM2cN0B5taSdJ9Cucduf_dIEGSSzq6XpNP9jA9PKb8MTcDAcd40ykg6arSOwXn6erMVCx0Tk8utLuPFwReU6tWlAYrglgEZs0nJPyGPl4l9VE3WFdAq_ZFdC_yhO8raspF8_BF7bRNELSQgaGbFA&adurl=https://www.audible.com/ep/freetrial?&source_code=PMBGBBN08221700EY
https://www.boredpanda.com/good-news/
https://www.boredpanda.com/nature/
https://www.boredpanda.com/author/ilonn16/
https://www.boredpanda.com/good-news/
https://www.boredpanda.com/nature/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2015/09/508202-deforestation-slows-we-need-do-better-sustainable-forest-use-un-agriculture
http://www.fao.org/state-of-forests/en/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/threats/deforestation-and-forest-degradation
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
whatsapp://send?text=https://www.boredpanda.com/brazilian-couple-recreated-forest-sebastiao-leila-salgado-reforestation/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0)
https://www.boredpanda.com/


4/29/2019 Photographer And His Wife Plant 2 Million Trees In 20 Years To Restore A Destroyed Forest And Even The Animals Have Returned | Bor…

https://www.boredpanda.com/brazilian-couple-recreated-forest-sebastiao-leila-salgado-reforestation/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&ut… 2/17

Image credits: Ricaro Beliel

But what to do in the face of such massive environmental carnage? It can make the  feel small
and helpless, as we ponder the impact that we can actually make. Will anything that we do make the
slightest bit of difference? Brazilian photographer Sebastião Salgado and his wife  Lélia Deluiz Wanick
Salgado decided to show what a small group of passionate, dedicated people can do by turning
deforestation on its head, and begin the process of reforestation.
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Image credits: Sebastiao Salgado

Because really, Mother Nature is a hardy soul that will always �nd a way to bounce back, given the right
conditions. Salgado is a renowned �gure, having won nearly every major award in photojournalism and
publishing more than a half-dozen . Back in the 1990s, exhausted physically and emotionally afterbooks
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documenting the horri�c barbarity of the Rwandan genocide, he returned home to his native area of Brazil,
which was once covered in lush tropical rainforest. He was shocked and devastated to �nd that the area
was now barren and devoid of wildlife, but his wife Lélia believed that it could be restored to its former
glory.

Image credits: institutoterra

“The land was as  as I was – everything was destroyed,” Salgado said in The Guardian back in 2015.
“Only about 0.5% of the land was covered in trees. Then my wife had a fabulous idea to replant this forest.
And when we began to do that, then all the insects and birds and �sh returned and, thanks to this increase
of the trees I, too, was reborn – this was the most important moment.”
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Together,  Sebastião and  Lélia founded Instituto Terra, a small organization that has since planted 4
million saplings and has brought the forest back from the dead. “Perhaps we have a solution,” Salgado
said. “There is a single being which can transform CO2 to oxygen, which is the tree. We need to replant
the forest. You need forest with native trees, and you need to gather the  in the same region you
plant them or the serpents and the termites won’t come. And if you plant forests that don’t belong, the
animals don’t come there and the forest is silent.”
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And so, after taking utmost care to ensure that everything planted is native to the land, the area has
�ourished remarkably in the ensuing 20 years. Wildlife has returned, where there was a deathly silence
there is now a cacophony of birdcalls and insects buzzing around.
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In all, some 172 bird species have returned, as well as 33 species of mammals,  293 species of plants, 15
species of reptiles and 15 species of amphibians, an entire ecosystem rebuilt from scratch.
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The project has inspired millions by giving a concrete example of positive ecological action and showing
how quickly the environment can recover with the right attitudes.
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“We need to listen to the words of the people on the land,” Salgado explained. “Nature is the earth and it is
other beings and if we don’t have some kind of spiritual  to our planet, I fear that we will be
compromised.”

return
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Here’s what people had to say about the amazing
reforestation initiative
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Looking for more good news? Check out how this
guy cleaned up 20 years’ worth of litter from a
beach in India

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
whatsapp://send?text=https://www.boredpanda.com/brazilian-couple-recreated-forest-sebastiao-leila-salgado-reforestation/

